
Alberta Provincial Police Barracks Media Kit: 

The Scene of the Crime… 
Hollywood has turned Prohibition into a romantic episode of the early 20th century, with daring midnight 
runs across the border and larger-than-life gangsters dallying with good-time girls in speakeasies, while 
brave policeman risk their lives to catch the bad guys. 

The reality of the illegal trade in alcohol came crashing home for three families in the Crowsnest Pass on 
the evening of September 21, 1922. 

Earlier in the day, a botched raid had turned into a high-speed chase. The chase ended with Constable 
Lawson of the Alberta Provincial Police (APP) firing at a fleeing car, wounding young Steve Picariello in 
the hand. 

That evening, Steve’s father, Emilio Picariello, and a friend of the family, Florence Lassandro, pulled up 
outside the APP Barracks. Constable Lawson came out to speak to them. There was a brief struggle. 
Shots were fired, and Constable Lawson lay dying, watched by his nine-year-old daughter. 

What happened that night? Who killed Constable Lawson? Was it murder, or a tragic accident? 

Discover the story of the Canada’s most infamous Rum Running murder at the Alberta Provincial Police 

Barracks in Coleman. Visit the Scene of the Crime, the exact spot where the shots were fired and a man 

was killed, while also experiencing the trials and tribulations of policing prohibition in Alberta, the court 

case surrounding the murder as well as the repercussions of the entire event. 

The APP Barracks are opening Canada Day weekend 2017 in conjunction with Canada’s 150th 

Anniversary of Confederation. Join us the afternoon of June 29th for the Grand Opening celebration. 

You can find all the information at www.appbarracks.com or contact Chris Matthews at 

chris.cnmuseum@shaw or (403)563-5434. 

  

http://www.appbarracks.com/
mailto:chris.cnmuseum@shaw


Emilio Picariello: 

Born in Italy, Emilio Picariello (1879-1923) was the second son of a farm labourer and wine merchant. 
When he was 20 years old, he immigrated to North America. Like many immigrants, Emilio went where 
opportunity took him. He married in 1904, and in 1911 the couple relocated to Fernie, BC, with their two 
young children to manage a macaroni factory. 

From the macaroni factory he expanded into retail, and soon Picariello’s businesses included an ice-
cream factory, delivery fleet and service garage. He made his own liquor and also started buying empty 
bottles becoming “E. Pick, the Bottle King.” 

In 1918, he bought the Alberta Hotel in Blairmore became an upstanding citizen there. He was a 
successful businessman who served as a town councillor in Blairmore. He gave generously to the poor, 
distributing food and money to families at Christmas and on other holidays. During a miner’s strike in 
1918-1919, he supplied food to workers’ families. 

That all changed September 21, 1922 with the murder of Cst. Lawson of the Coleman Alberta Provincial 
Police (APP). Shots were fired, a policeman died, suspects fled and it all ended with three people buried 
in the ground.  

Discover the story of the Canada’s most infamous Rum Running murder at the Alberta Provincial Police 

Barracks in Coleman. Visit the Scene of the Crime, the exact spot where the shots were fired and a man 

was killed, while also experiencing the trials and tribulations of policing prohibition in Alberta, the court 

case surrounding the murder as well as the repercussions of the entire event. 

The APP Barracks are opening Canada Day weekend 2017 in conjunction with Canada’s 150th 
Anniversary of Confederation. Join us the afternoon of June 29th for the Grand Opening celebration. 

You can find all the information at www.appbarracks.com or contact Chris Matthews at 

chris.cnmuseum@shaw or (403)563-5434. 
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Constable Lawson: 

“It has just struck me that Lawson would be the ideal man for either Coleman or Bellevue… as he knows 
pretty nearly every bootlegger and crook running through the Pass…. I may tell you that I know Lawson 
very well; he is a good policeman, conscientious, honest, and energetic...”  

Steven Oldacres Lawson encompass the traditional Canadian homesteading stories. Steven immigrated 
to Canada in 1903. He homesteaded south-east of Macleod in 1904. In 1906, he joined the Royal North 
West Mounted Police as a Special Constable, and after the town got its own police force, he became a 
Town Constable. By 1914 he was the Chief of Police. By 1909 Steven had married Maggie McKenzie and 
she had twin babies to take care of. By the age of 29, she had five children under the age of eight, and 
her husband was going off to war. 

When Lawson returned safely in 1919, he resumed his career as Chief of Police. The following year, 
Lawson was offered the position of Chief in Fernie, and the family moved to British Columbia. While in 
Fernie Lawson became familiar with the ‘rum-runners’ of the Pass. For family reasons Steven puts in for 
a transfer to the Coleman, Alberta Provincial Police (APP) detachment. Back in Alberta and charged with 
enforcing the unpopular Prohibition law in the Pass, Cst. Lawson of the APP comes into confrontation 
with Emilio Picariello. 

Then on September 21, 1922 events unravel to a fatal level. Pic hears that his son has been shot, and 
leaves the races to Coleman with Florence Lassandro. They drive to the APP Barracks in Coleman where 
Cst. Lawson is having a nice evening with his family. The car pulls up to the front. Lawson goes out to 
speak to the people in the car. A struggle ensues. Shots are fired. 

Constable Lawson lies dying in the street. 

Discover the story of the Canada’s most infamous Rum Running murder at the Alberta Provincial Police 
Barracks in Coleman. Visit the Scene of the Crime, the exact spot where the shots were fired and a man 
was killed, while also experiencing the trials and tribulations of policing prohibition in Alberta, the court 
case surrounding the murder as well as the repercussions of the entire event. 

The APP Barracks are opening Canada Day weekend 2017 in conjunction with Canada’s 150th 
Anniversary of Confederation. Join us the afternoon of June 29th for the Grand Opening celebration. 

You can find all the information at www.appbarracks.com or contact Chris Matthews at 
chris.cnmuseum@shaw or (403)563-5434. 
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Florence “Filumena” Lassandro: 

Immigrating with her family, a 9 year old Florence Costanzo was growing up in a foreign land. They first 
moved to Fernie, BC where the Costanzo family and the Picariellos became acquainted. 

When she was 14, her father arranged a marriage for her. Her new husband Carlo (Charles) Sanfidele 
was 23 years old, and eventually became a driver for Emilio Picariello. Florence worked as a maid in the 
hotel where they lived, and helped Maria Picariello look after her new baby. The two families were very 
close. 

In 1918, the young couple followed the Picariellos to Blairmore, where Charles managed the Alberta 
Hotel. Four years later, the Lassandros still had no children of their own, and the marriage was breaking 
down. Florence moved in with the Picariellos above the Alberta Hotel and worked as a housekeeper, 
looking after the children.  

Fast forward to 1922 and Florence was speeding towards Coleman, AB with Emilio Picariello with the 
intent of confronting Cst. Lawson. Moments later their car pulls up in front of the Barracks and home of 
the Lawsons, an argument erupts between Pic, Florence and Lawson. Then shots were fired and Cst. 
Steven Lawson was lying dead on the ground. 

Who pulled the trigger? Why was Florence there? What would happen to an immigrant women accused 
of murdering a police officer? 

Discover the story of the Canada’s most infamous Rum Running murder at the Alberta Provincial Police 
Barracks (APP) in Coleman. Visit the Scene of the Crime, the exact spot where the shots were fired and a 
man was killed, while also experiencing the trials and tribulations of policing prohibition in Alberta, the 
court case surrounding the murder as well as the repercussions of the entire event. 

The APP Barracks are opening Canada Day weekend 2017 in conjunction with Canada’s 150th 
Anniversary of Confederation. Join us the afternoon of June 29th for the Grand Opening celebration. 

You can find all the information at www.appbarracks.com or contact Chris Matthews at 
chris.cnmuseum@shaw or (403)563-5434. 
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